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SOME RECENT LITERATURE ON THE OLD TESTAMENT. 

A large number of useful books on the Old Testament have 
appeared since the review of this literature in the April, 1903, number 
of the Journal. Those which, by their subject or method, have been 
thought deserving of more detailed treatment — such as Burney's Notes 
on the Books of Kings, or Smith's Old Testament History, to name two 
among the number — will receive special discussion elsewhere in this 
Journal. Those here noted are in some cases equally useful and 
worthy of a longer review than the limited space permits. 

Beardslee's Outlines* "are the outgrowth of fifteen years of study and 
teaching." With these words the author begins the preface to a book 
that might have well belonged to a previous century. He has practically 
no use for the progressive results of Old Testament investigation. In 
discussing the authorship of the Pentateuch, he states in meager form 
the current new view, and then enters his rebuttal, which consists of the 
worn-out and threadbare arguments of a century ago. "We conclude 
then that Moses was the author of the Pentateuch" (p. 31). The treat- 
ment of each several book is marked, too, by an immovable conserva- 
tism, that sees practically no good in the progressive scholarly thought- 
movements of this day. Such a book may be useful in the hands of a 
competent instructor, but its influence on the Bible-studying public is 
counter to progress or improvement in the right direction. Whatever 
may be said against the results of some of the so-called higher criticism 
of our times, we cannot with impunity take such a stand, and maintain 
it, in the middle of the stream of progress. 

Class-room text-books are time-savers both for instructor and stu- 
dent. Sampey's Syllabus' was prepared expressly for his classes in the 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. It gives more than ten pages 
of titles of the best and newest books in English on the Old Testa- 
ment. Each Old Testament book is then clearly and briefly analyzed. 
Where there is room for different views of authorship, as of the Penta- 
teuch, and of Isaiah, Sampey states in brief the chief positions, and 
refers for further treatment to his own lectures to be delivered in the 
class-room. The work is well arranged and with the added zest of the 
human voice, particularly of the author, in lectures, can be made very 
useful to students of the English Bible. 

'Outlines of an Introduction to the Old Testament. By John Walter Beardslee. 
Chicago: Revell, 1903. 215 pages. 

"Syllabus for Old Testament Study. By John R. Sampey. Louisville, Ky.: Dear- 
ing, 1903. 106 pages. 
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Diettrich's work 3 is a study in the history of Old Testament interpre- 
tation. He publishes for the first time the Syriac text, together with a 
translation, of a part of the Nestorian bishop Is6'didh's commentary on 
the entire Old Testament. By way of introduction Diettrich gives the 
few facts known concerning Isd'dadh, describes the MSS. used as the 
basis of his text, indicates the large extent to which Is6'didh quotes his 
predecessors — particularly the famous Theodore of Mopsuestia — 
shows that through Iso'd&dh's work the interpretation of Theodore was 
carried over into the Monophysite church, and discusses the relation of 
Is6dadh to the grammatico-historical method of Theodore, on the 
one hand, and, on the other, to the allegorical methods of the Mono- 
physites. An interesting result of the investigation is the conclusion 
that the prevailing view of the exclusive use of the Peshitto in the 
Nestorian church is incorrect, since Is6'dadh furnishes a large number 
of variations from the Peshitto, which presuppose a knowledge of the 
Septuagint, either in the original or in a Syriac translation. The work 
is of interest from several points of view, and is in every way worthy of 
the valuable series of Beihefte to which it belongs. 

A history of Israel, in one volume of moderate size, clear in style 
and up to the level of modern scholarship, while devout and sympa- 
thetic in tone, is a desideratum. The volume by Foakes-Jackson 4 
meets some of these demands; it is simple in style and warmly appre- 
ciative of the men and motives of Israel ; its scholarship is reasonably 
good. But a strange sort of compromising and mediating tone per- 
vades it. The biblical stories are retold in detail, though uncertainty 
as to their historical value is suggested. Vagueness of view and indefi- 
niteness of opinion on vital points of history are not infrequent. The 
writer seems to have no first-hand acquaintance with recent German 
scholarship. The only German book-title mentioned is misspelled. 
Indeed, the impression is given that an industrious study of the work 
of other English scholars rather than original investigation has pro- 
duced this book. 

In a brief essay 5 Winckler seeks to show how the religion of 

iljffd&dh's Stettung in der Auslegungsgeschichte des Alien Testamentes an seinen 
Commentaren zu Hosea, Joel, Jona, Sacharja g-14 und einigen angehangten Psalmen. 
Veranschaulicht von G. Diettrich. [—" Beihefte zur Zeitschrift fur die alttesta- 
mentliche Wissenschaft," VI.] Giessen: Ricker, 1902. lxv + 163 pages. 

*The Biblical History of the Hebrews. By F. J. Foakes-Jackson. Cambridge : 
Heffer; London: Arnold, 1903. xxx + 414 pages. 

^Abraham als Babylonier; Joseph als Aegypter. Der weltgeschichtliche Hinter- 
grund der biblischen Vatergeschichten auf Grand der Keilinschriften dargestellt. 
Von Hugo Winckler. Leipzig : Hinnchs, 1903. 38 pages. 
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Israel came into being historically. Taking his stand on the principle 
that all leaders of thought and life must have their raison d'ilre in their 
environment, he proceeds to account for Abraham and Joseph after this 
fashion. Abraham represents the old Babylonian religion which main- 
tained itself in Palestine from 2300 B. C. on in opposition to the new 
Babylonian religion of the first dynasty of Babylon. Joseph, on the other 
hand, represents the reformation of Egyptian religion in the direction 
of monotheism forced through by Amenhotep IV. These are interest- 
ing generalizations or historic applications of general conditions, but 
are too loosely anchored to concrete facts for the historian to make use 
of them. They are as extreme applications of the present conception 
of the ancient oriental world as a vital organic unity, permeated by one 
culture and one religious system, as were the earlier and ignorant 
assumptions that the ancient oriental nations had nothing at all to 
do with each other. Winckler entirely overlooks the possibility of 
Abraham as a bedouin preserving his genuine old Semitic type of reli- 
gion in the midst of the mixed and movable population of Palestine. 
Blake is already well known through his series of five volumes, enti- 
tled How to Read the Prophets. In the present volume 6 the same domi- 
nant purpose is manifest. The book is not for the critic, but for the 
scholarly reader who wishes to have presented in compact form the net 
results of critical study. The plan of presentation is simple and compre- 
hensive. The Jahvistic narrative of Joseph and Moses is presented first ; 
the passages are arranged in chronological sequence, and paraphrased 
into modern English, without note or comment. This occupies fifty- 
six pages ; ninety-seven pages are then devoted to the treatment of this 
matter in a broadly historico-expository manner. Part II deals in 
the same way with the Elohistic narrative ; the paraphrased passages 
occupying forty-two pages, and the expository treatment sixty-seven 
pages. A chronological table is appended. Of especial value to the 
ordinary reader is the list of words and phrases that are peculiar to 
each narrative. Wherever these occur in the paraphrases they are put 
in italics, thus calling the reader's attention to them. The aim of the 
author has been to give the most widely accepted position in matters 
where difference of opinion exists. The matter is presented as a com- 
pact manual with the exclusion of other and divergent views. The 
historico-expository treatment is of real value to the timid student who 
may have been led to look askance upon critical scholarship, as it will 

' Joseph and Moses, the Founders of Israel. By Buchanan Blake. New York : 
Imported by Scribner, 1902. 266 pages. 
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show him that favorite narratives have lost no whit of their freshness, 
force, or instructiveness by reason of the scholarly analysis that has dis- 
placed the older treatment. 

A Kaiser geburtstagsrede must entail upon German professors severe 
searchings of heart in securing a subject which can be conveniently 
approached from the point of view of a royal birthday. Budde has 
succeeded admirably in his choice. He studies the estimate put upon 
the monarchy 7 in different periods of Israel's history. Beginning with 
the twofold attitude of the sources in 1 Samuel, he discusses the origin 
of the theocratic view found in 1 Sam., chaps. 7, 8, in an enlightening 
way. Then he follows the thread through Ezekiel and the post-exilic 
literature. The seventh chapter of 2 Samuel is interestingly expounded; 
the beginning of the doctrine of the messianic king is found there. 
Budde concludes that in the main the Old Testament approves the 
monarchy. The paper is quite readable and informing. 

Rothstein's study 8 of the genealogy of Jehoiachin and his descend- 
ants is a most ingenious piece of conjectural criticism. The frequent 
admonitions to the reader that the positions taken are possible or 
probable only, suggest sometimes the suspicion that the author is 
consciously perpetrating a tour de force, and does not wish to be taken 
too seriously. Yet a joke of this sort would be impossible on Teutonic 
soil, and therefore we must consider the essay in all soberness. There 
are three sections and an appendix. In the first section the dates and 
occasions of the births of the six (not seven) sons of Jehoiachin are 
proposed. Two were born before he was straitly confined, the rest 
after he was released. Shenazzar is another name for Pedaiah and is 
identical with Sheshbazzar. In the second section reasons are given 
for regarding Zerubbabel as the son of Pedaiah, not of Shealtiel. 
Somebody has been tinkering with the text of Haggai and Zechariah 
to give the wrong impression on this point. Zerubbabel was born 
either just before the returning exiles left Babylon or just after they 
arrived in Jerusalem. His father Pedaiah led the returning exiles and 
laid the foundation of the temple. He then, somehow, mysteriously 
disappeared and the temple building stopped. And so on through the 
third section on the descendants of Zerubbabel, concerning which 

iDie Schiitzung des Konigtums im Allen Testament. Von Karl Budde. Mar- 
burg : Elwert, 1903. 33 pages. 

s £>ie Genealogie des KSnigs Jojachin und seiner Nachkommen (/ Ckron. 3:17—34) 
in geschichtlicher Beleuchtttng. Von J. W. Rothstein. Berlin : Reuther & Reichard, 
1902. 162 pages. 
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space forbids comment. The appendix presents "a witness, hitherto 
overlooked, to the messianic conception of the servant of Jahwe." 
This is the book of Isaiah as a whole, which Rothstein regards as put 
together from old prophecies by a single editor who by additions and 
changes made practically one work with a single message. This mes- 
sage was the expectation of a messiah from the house of David. It is 
interesting to find a critic tracing out the elements of unity in the whole 
book of Isaiah after the various "Isaiahs " who have contributed to it 
have been exploited so thoroughly. We seem to advance in circles 
and about once in so often get back to the point from which we started. 
Let us hope that each time it is a little higher up, if on the same 
perpendicular. 

Winckler's revised edition of his Keilinschriftliches Textbuch 9 sup- 
plies at a very reasonable price what is still a desideratum in English 
— a German translation of the important passages or documents of 
the Babylonio-Assyrian literature that bear upon the Old Testament. 
This new edition contains as additional material some Tel el-Amarna 
letters, an improved translation of the creation tablets, and other less 
apparent but valuable corrections, additions, and modifications of the 
historical inscriptions that bring all up to the present level of scientific 
research. The book is very complete; a most helpful and convenient 
handbook. 

The relations of Israel to Egypt are sufficiently important to bring 
Budge's work 10 within the circle of this series of notices. For the stu- 
dent of Egyptian history the want of order and intelligible interpretation 
of the materials so abundantly provided will prove a formidable obstacle 
to its profitable employment. To the Old Testament student, how- 
ever, the discussions of particular points and episodes will be often 
illuminating. Among such helpful discussions is that on the Exodus 
from Egypt in Vol. V, and that found in the introduction to Vol. VI, 
where Winckler's theory of the North Arabian Mutsri is vigorously 
assailed and courteous warning is given Cheyne regarding his too 
easy acceptance of hypotheses from Germany. These handy volumes, 
with their clear type and useful engravings, are models of book- 
making. 

' Keilinschriftliches Textbuch zum Alten Testament. Zusammengestellt von Hugo 
Winckler. Zweite neubearbeitete Auflage. Leipzig : Hinrichs, 1903. iv + 230 
pages. 

10 A History of Egypt, from the End of the Neolithic Period to the Death of Cleo- 
patra VII. By E. A. Wallis Budge. 8 vols. New York : Frowde. 
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Count Schack's studies on the grammar of the pyramid texts have 
reached a second series." The texts commonly called the "pyramid 
texts" are the oldest examples of the Egyptian language which have 
survived to us. Philologically, their study is exceedingly important 
and interesting, and is as yet only in its infancy. The verb has been 
carefully investigated by Sethe after the preliminary studies of Erman, 
and Count Schack is now undertaking certain researches with reference 
to particular points in the grammar of the archaic language. While 
not of the far-reaching importance of the broad generalizations which 
we have been able to base upon Sethe's work, Count Schack's work is 
nevertheless a distinct and valuable contribution to the detailed 
investigation of the language of these texts which must now be 
undertaken in order to determine the nature of the oldest Egyptian 
preserved to us. It therefore deserves our recognition, and those who 
are interested in the earliest history of human speech, especially in the 
Semitic field, will find important data in Count Schack's contribution. 

Steuernagel's Hebrew Grammar 1 * is a worthy member of the excel- 
lent series to which it belongs. There is no lack of elementary 
grammars, but the number of good books characterized by sound 
pedagogical and philological principles is always small, and any addi- 
tion to their ranks is sure of a cordial welcome. Besides the grammar 
proper, this book includes exercises for translation, Hebrew German 
and German-Hebrew vocabularies, and a selected bibliography. It is 
well adapted to introduce German students to the principles of the 
Hebrew language and to prepare the way for the use of the more 
exhaustive and technical discussions of grammatical problems. 

Strack has placed the Hebrew text of Ecclesiasticus ,3 within the 
reach of all students. The facsimiles published by the Universities 
of Oxford and Cambridge constitute the basis of the text here given. 
Numerous footnotes furnish the variants in the codices, the readings 
of the Greek and Syriac translations, the various emendations sug- 

11 Aegyptologische Studien. Fiinftes Heft, " Zur Grammatik der Pyramidtexte": 
II, "Die formbildenden Elemente der altaegyptischen Grammatik." Von H. Schack- 
Schackenburg. Leipzig: Hinrichs, 1902. 

12 Hebraische Grammatik mit Paradigmen, Litteratur, Uebungstiicken und Worter- 
verzeichnis. Von Carl Steuernagel. [=" Porta Linguarum Orientalium," Pars I.] 
Berlin: Reuther & Reichard; New York: Lemcke & Buechner, 1903. xii-f-148-l- 
120* pages. 

'sJiHe Spruche Jesus', des Sohnes Sirachs. Der jilngst gefundene hebraische Text 
mit Anmerkungen und Worterbuch. Herausgegeben von Hermann L. Strack. 
Leipzig: Deichert, 1903. vi-f-74 pages. 
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gested, and the parallel passages in the Old Testament. The text is 
unpointed save for a few verses found already pointed in the manu- 
scripts. The vocabulary includes all the non -biblical words, and 
also words which occur but rarely in biblical Hebrew or are here used 
in a new sense. The whole work is characterized by Strack's well- 
known thoroughness and accuracy, and is to be commended as a text- 
book exactly adapted to the needs of classes taking up the study of 
this important text. 

The first edition of Gunkel's commentary on Genesis M appeared at 
the end of 1900. In less than two years a second edition was called 
for. In so short a time, as the author himself says, we should hardly 
expect or wish great changes, yet alterations have been made in thirty- 
nine passages, not to mention various references, footnotes, etc., 
added. These changes add both strength and polish to the book. 
The chief matter worth mentioning is that the author feels less 
inclined than formerly to explain the legends as a dressing-up of 
tribal relations and occurrences. It seems to him now that the 
ethnographic and setiological ideas are subsequent additions to the 
legends, and the legends themselves remain finally inexplicable. 

Hummelauer has written the commentary on Joshua 15 in the series 
edited by Comely, Knabenbauer, and himself. It is voluminous and 
learned. Both ancient and modern scholars are abundantly cited. 
The author rejects the findings of the modern critical school and 
works along the old lines. As illustrative of the fulness of the treat- 
ment we notice that fifteen pages are given to the problem of the sun 
standing still. All commentators on Joshua must reckon with this 
volume. 

Baumann's monograph on Amos' 6 is another attempt to improve 
upon the present arrangement of the text and to restore it to its 
original poetic form. According to Baumann, the prophecy of Amos 
contains five addresses ; four of these have three main divisions each, 
and the last division in each address, with one exception, has four 
subsections. This symmetrical arrangement, however, involves a 
radical subversion of the present order of the text which fails to justify 

** Genesis ubersetzt und erkldrl. Von Hermann Gunkel. Zweite verbesserte 
Auflage. Gottingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1902. xcii + 439 pages. M. 9.80. 

"5 Cursus Scripturae Sacrae : Commentarius in Librum Josue, auctore Fr. de 
Hummelauer. Parisiis : Lethielleux, 1903. 528 pages. 

16 Der Aufbau der Amosreden. Von Eberhard Baumann. [="Beihefte zur 
Zeitschrift fur die alttestamentliche Wissenschaft" VII.] Giessen : Ricker, 1903. 
viii + 69 pages. 
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itself. For example, the second address is composed of 3: 1-8 + 4: 
1-3 + 8:4-14. Furthermore, many omissions and transpositions 
of words and phrases seem to have no warrant beyond the necessities 
of the poetical arrangement. This arrangement has much in common 
with the previous arrangements by Harper, Lohr, and others, though 
in many important matters Baumann goes his own way. The large 
amount of agreement among the various workers upon the poetical 
form of Amos is a significant and encouraging fact for students of 
Hebrew poetry. 

Jeremiah the prophet lived in tumultuous times. Robson ' 7 attempts 
to weave his life and story into a narrative of small compass. To do 
this he is severely put to it, for the material is abundant and the events 
of those days were soul-stirring and vitally important. His scheme 
embraces a three-fold division of the prophet's life and utterances. 
The first period covers his early life down to the capture of Jehoahaz 
(608). He locates in this area of time chaps. 1-6 and 11-13. The 
margins also carry references to other portions of this book, and to 
other books that aid in the understanding of the topic under treatment. 
The second period covers the time of the reign of King Jehoiakim, 
(608-598). To this period he assigns, and in this order, chaps. 7 : 1-28; 
26; 14; 15; 16; 17:1-18; 18; 19; 20; 7:29—8:3; 25; 46-51; 
35 ; 36. There is large room for difference of opinion in the succes- 
sion of chapters indicated above. If chaps. 46-51 should come near 
chap. 25, why not insert them, as does the Septuagint, in the middle of 
that chapter ? The third period covers the remainder of the prophet's 
career. Its chapter assignments are : 24; 27; 28; 23:9-40; 29; 21; 
23:1-8; 34; 37:1-10; 37:11—38:28; 30-33; 39:1—43:6; 52; 
43 : 6-44. The effort at condensation of the material in these many 
chapters is so thorough that it often becomes little more than mere 
bones of a narrative. On the whole, Jeremiah's portrait is well made. 

Happily the latest attempt, of course the only successful one, to 
interpret Daniel's prophecies 18 is brief and well printed, the interpo- 
lated interpretations being in red ink. The most interesting thing we 
have found in it is that after the predicted period of years is found to 
be too long by five, God is called in, and it is declared that in mercy 
he saw fit to reduce the time foretold by this number of years. This 

'1 'Jeremiah the Prophet. By John Robson. [= Bible Class Primers.] Edin- 
burgh: Clark; New York : Imported by Scribner ; no date. 115 pages. 

18 The Only Key to Daniel's Prophecies. By W. S. Auchincloss. New York : 
Van Nostrand, 1903. 173 pages. 
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is a new and, we should think, a very useful principle to have at hand 
in the numerical interpretation of predictive prophecy. Sayce con- 
tributes an introduction chiefly remarkable for its brevity and unimpor- 
tance. 

The purpose of Meinhold's study 19 is to trace the origin, meaning, 
and history of the idea of the remnant in Israel. The result in brief 
is (i) that Elijah had no thought of anything but northern Israel as a 
whole ; (2) that Amos did not at first look forward to a total destruc- 
tion of northern Israel, but was forced to this conclusion later, perhaps 
after his return to Judah ; and that for him Judah was to be the rem- 
nant; (3) that Hosea at first saw nothing but total destruction at the 
hand of Yahweh, but later, with the appearance of the Assyrians, he 
hoped for a deliverance of the nation after chastisement, not being 
able to conceive of Yahweh as permitting to the Assyrians and their 
gods so great a triumph as the complete destruction of Yahweh's 
people. Hosea, however, always deals with the nation as a whole, 
never distinguishing between Israel koto o-apxa and Israel Kara mtv/m ; 
(4) that Isaiah also in his younger days threatened complete destruc- 
tion, but later, about 734 B. C. exempted those who accepted his teach- 
ings, Israel Kara nieuiia, from this fate; and still later, in connection 
with Sennacherib's invasion, taught that Yahweh would deliver only the 
faithful gathered together in Jerusalem, the sacred city. After the 
wonderful deliverance, however, when Isaiah realized that no real change 
had been wrought in the hearts of the people by this experience, he 
was compelled to abandon all hope for the future and once more 
announce total destruction. This is a careful and thorough piece of 
investigation, and no student of the prophets can afford to disregard it. 
The very nature of the materials studied is, of course, such as to pre- 
clude the possibility of unanimous assent to the conclusions reached ; 
too many passages of uncertain meaning and still more uncertain 
date are necessarily involved. But the study is stimulating and illumi- 
nating, and challenges serious consideration. 

The essay published in 1899 by W. Moller which assailed with acute- 
ness and force the modern critical theory of the Old Testament on its 
literary side has been followed by another " which attacks the same 

wStudien zur uraelitischen Religionsgeschichte. Band I, "Der heilige Rest;" 
Teil I, " Elias, Amos, Hosea, Jesaja." Von Johannes Meinhold. Bonn : Weber. 
1903. viii -J- 1 59 pages. 

30 Die Entwickelung der alttestamentlichen Gottesidee in vorexilischer Zeit. Ilisto- 
risch-kritische Bedenken gegen moderne Auffassungen. Von Wilhelm Moller. 
Gutersloh : Bertelsmann, 1903. 183 pages. 
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theory from the point of view of its conception of the development of 
Israel's idea of God through the successive stages of polydemonism, 
henotheism, and ethical monotheism. The detailed discussion of the 
several biblical passages cited by the critics is clearly done, and shows 
how it is possible by such attack to shake any position which rests on 
cumulative evidence. The entire treatise reveals, and doubtless it was 
the author's intention to reveal, that the critics and their assailant 
occupy points of view so diverse that controversy on particular points 
is beside the mark. What the author's fundamental attitude toward all 
so-called modern methods of studying the Bible is, he thus states : " The 
entire modern Old Testament science is on the wrong road as long as 
it does not take the Bible as it is and seek to explain it as such to the 
people." God's word has saved men in the past in the form in which 
we now have it, which is the way God wrote it down — thus Moller 
closes his argument and settles the question. This disclosure indicates 
not only that the historical point of view is quite hidden from him, 
but that he has failed to observe that the world moves — two limitations 
somewhat diminishing the value of his work. 

Hunnius has rightly called attention to the need of employing the 
results of critical analysis in synthetic studies of history and theology. 
His dissertation SI is an attempt to get a pre-deuteronomic doctrine of 
God. He starts with the Sinaitic covenant episode, which, in common 
with many modern scholars, he interprets as the acceptance of Israel as 
his people by the storm-god on Mount Sinai whose name was Jahwe. 
From the secondary nature of this union he derives the arbitrary ele- 
ments in the attitude of Jahwe toward Israel, and makes some very sug- 
gestive remarks as to the later ethical separation between Jahwe and 
his people having its origin here. Turning to the patriarchal and 
primitive stories, Hunnius finds quite another god, one who is kindly, 
devoted to his people, good-natured, and forgiving. This is the 
Semitic clan god which has survived and is merged into Jahwe. Like- 
wise totemistic and animistic gods or spirits, even a heaven god, have 
been taken up into this all-embracing Jahwe. Thus he is a deity who 
has absorbed many other divine beings, a kind of composite photo- 
graph. Much learning and ingenuity are displayed in this exposition, 
but the result is quite unsatisfactory. How these various powers were 
thus united in Jahwe is not very clearly set forth. In other words, we 
should like to know who took this composite photograph. 

81 Naturund Character Jahwes nach den vordeuteronomischen Quellen der Biicher 
Genesis-Konige. Inaugural Dissertation. Von Carl Hunnius. Strassburg : Heitz, 
1902. 61 pages. 
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Erbt groups three studies under a general title :** (i) an investiga- 
tion into the origin of the deuteronomic law, with its Yahwistic and 
Elohistic predecessors ; (2) a comparative study of the laws of the 
Elohist and those of Babylon, especially the code of Hammurabi ; (3) 
a metrical arrangement of the transliterated contens of each of the 
Hebrew codes under consideration, with an accompanying translation. 
This latter section of the work is of especial interest, since it is an 
application of the metrical principles of Sievers to the materials in 
question. The analysis of the contents of the legal codes is keen, and 
the hypotheses concerning the times and occasions of their respective 
origins are ingenious and suggestive, even if the verdict upon them 
must be "not proven." This investigation is an outcome of the 
author's former study of the times of Jeremiah,' 3 and will be of interest 
to all students of the growth of Israelitish law. 

Canon Cheyne's Critica Biblica** is "a collection of entirely new 
notes on Textual Difficulties of the Hebrew Bible." The Jerahmeel 
theory is here given full sway. The results would astonish us were we 
not prepared for something of the sort by the later volumes of the Ency- 
clopedia Biblica. Jerahmeel, Ishmael, and other north Arabian names 
are discovered lurking in the most unexpected places throughout the 
whole Old Testament. Egypt, Assyria, and Babylon seem to be forced 
into the background by these little north Arabian kingdoms. We are 
told that the Syro-Ephraimitish war " was really a Jerahmeelite inva- 
sion;" that the familiar names Immanuel and Maher-shalal-hash-baz 
are corruptions of " Jerahmeel- will-be-deserted ;" that it is "perfectly 
certain" that Jerahmeel must be substituted for Babylon in Isa., chap. 
13; that Isa., chaps. 24-27, have a Jerahmeelite background; that the 
name Jeremiah is a corruption of "the Jerahmeelite;" that Ezekiel's 
three righteous men were Enoch, Jerahmeel, and Arab; that Joel's 
locusts were north Arabians; that Jonah's mission was to Asshur, a 
north Arabian province ; and that the story of his flight is an insertion ; 
that Malachi is corrupted from Jerahmeel ; and so on ad infinitum. 
All these surprising results are secured by textual changes made in 
accordance with the preconceived Jerahmeelite theory. However, for 

"Die Sicherstellung des Monotheismus durch die Geselzgebung in dem vorexilischen 
Juda. Von W. Erbt. Gottingen : Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1903. 120 pages. 

" See this Journal, Vol. VII, pp. 379 f. 

^Critica Biblica; or, Critical Notes on the Text of the Old Testament Writings. 
By T. K. Cheyne. Part I, " Isaiah and Jeremiah ; " Part II, " Ezekiel and Minor 
Prophets;" Part III, " First and Second Samuel." London: Black, 1903. 312 pages 
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the full setting forth and defense of this theory we must await the pub- 
lication of Cheyne's " condensed sketch of the history of Israel now 
ready for press in a comprehensive historical work." Cheyne charges 
present-day scholarship with a lack of originality and an excess of cau- 
tion, and pleads for new methods in Old Testament study. A new 
method, however, must have something more than the originality of its 
results to commend it to scientific scholarship. The mere multiplica- 
tion of improbabilities, no matter how long continued, never constitutes 
evidence. Thus far the results of the Jerahmeelite theory seem to 
point to a method in the highest degree arbitrary and subjective. The 
work of Cheyne has, indeed, called attention to the fact that north 
Arabia and the other territory adjacent to Israel, must have played a 
larger part in Israel's history than we have heretofore accredited to 
them ; and for this service let us be thankful. 

Any addition to the extensive literature dealing with the creation 
story needs to come with exceptional merits in order to find accept- 
ance. Zapletal's work* 5 will not be found wanting. The subject is 
treated under the following heads : (1) the justification for treating 
Gen., 1:1 — 2:3 as a separate unit ; (2) the explanatory notes on the text 
of the passage ; (3) the cosmogonies of neighboring peoples ; (4) the vari- 
ous explanations of the biblical account ; (5) the most natural explana- 
tion ; (6) the literary-historical phase of the question. The explanatory 
comments on the story are illuminating and evince accurate scholar- 
ship and interpretative insight. The treatment of the non-Israelitish 
cosmogonies is the least satisfactory section of the work, yielding 
practically nothing to the student of these subjects. The criticism of 
the various interpretations of the story is fair and thorough, and the 
view presented rightly emphasizes the vast gulf yawning between the 
Hebrew story and all other cosmogonies. The story of P may not 
rightly be termed a myth ; though using mythological materials, it has 
so transformed them as to rob them of their most characteristically 
mythical elements. The result is a didactic narrative dominated by a 
purely monotheistic spirit and purpose. It is a relief to read a 
work on this subject free from the polemics of the Babel -Bibel 
controversy. 

The phenomenal success of the French excavations at Susa gave us 
the stele of Hammurabi. Very soon after its publication at the hands 

*s£)er Schdpfungtbericht der Genesis (1 :i — 2:3), mit Beriicksicktigung der neueslen 
Entdeckungen und Forschungen. Erklart von VlNC. Zapletal. Freiburg : Uni- 
versitats-Buchhandlung, 1902. 104 pages. 
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of Scheil, Winckler ** issued in Der alte Orient, a German translation of 
the document. This is presumably made from the original text as 
reproduced in the French edition, but no accompanying statement 
makes that claim. The speed with which it followed Scheil's edition 
gave little opportunity or time for Winckler to improve on his prede- 
cessor. In fact, an examination of some of the doubtful passages of 
Scheil reveals no improvement in Winckler. He has added, however, 
some notes that are helpful in the understanding of certain legal 
provisions ; also some topographical material, particularly in notes on 
the translation of the prologue to the laws proper. The translation 
was issued so precipitately that it is not presented in modern proper 
legal form, such as would seem to be required, but in straightforward 
literary German of today. It will serve, however, to present this 
marvelous codification of ancient law to the German public until a 
more detailed and technical translation, such as that announced by 
Kohler and Peiser, appears. There is no index, no table of contents ; 
in fact, every mark of hasty preparation. 

Jeremias* 7 is among the first to present a comparative study of 
Hammurabi and Moses. After a brief introduction, he classifies the 
Hammurabi laws for convenience in examination. Those relating to 
marriage and inheritance receive first consideration. Then follow 
property rights, penal justice, and the method of executing the law. 
In his comparison of the code of Hammurabi with that of the "book 
of the covenant," he uses twenty-four passages. The likenesses are 
overwhelmingly in favor of some intimate relations either between 
ancient Israel and the Babylonians, or between the sources from which 
their laws were gathered. In comparing the ethical character of the 
provisions of Hammurabi with those of the Pentateuch, Jeremias 
finds in the latter a more humane, just, and exalted idea of right. 
The code of Hammurabi, though it mentions numerous gods, temple 
furniture, and temple women, does not contain one single religious idea. 
The fundamental religious idea of the Tora, duty to God, and fear of 
God is lacking in the laws of Hammurabi. Shamash is credited with 
having given the laws to Hammurabi, while the spiritual, the God- 
fearing, aspect of the laws of Moses were due to a revelation. At this 
point new problems face us, that must be worked out with great care 

' 6 £>ie Gesetze Hammurabis, Kbnigs von Babylon um 2250 v. Chr. Das alteste 
Gesetzbuch der Welt. [= Der alte Orient, 4. Jahrgang, Heft 4.] Uebersetzt von 
Hugo Winckler. Leipzig : Hinrichs, 1902. 42 pages. 

*? Moses und Hammurabi. Von Johannes Jeremias. Leipzig: Hinrichs, 1903. 
47 pages. 
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and patience. Did Moses have anything to do with the codification 
of the laws of the Pentateuch? Certain it is that the law did not 
originate without Moses. Von Ranke's assertion now comes to the 
front: "Moses is the most exalted personality of the oldest history." 

Shaw-Caldecott's paper 28 was published in the Journal of the Royal 
Asiatic Society last April. It is merely the first part, or an advanced 
copy of the first part of a Biblical Archczology to be issued by the 
author. This part is purely technical, dealing with the measurements 
found on the Senkereh cuneiform tablet and the statue of Gudea. To 
use this tablet the author was obliged to reconstruct parts of it. This 
he has done, and claims as his permanent results : "(i) that the 
breadth of the hand-palm (conventionalized) was the fundamental 
of all length-measures; (2) that there were three ell-lengths in simul- 
taneous use, each probably in a different department of trade, like our 
own Troy and avoirdupois weights ; (3) that the relation of these ells 
to one another was the relation of 3, 4, and 5 ; those having been the 
number of palms of which they respectively consisted" (p. 19). The 
question of the validity of his arguments must remain unanswered 
until we have before us his process in detail. There is room enough 
in several places to make a slip. Therefore we await with interest the 
issuance of his complete work. 

Pick 29 seems to have chosen a field of labor that promises to 
yield rich returns. The pamphlet under review contains the intro- 
duction to the work itself, which is promised within a short time. It 
is reasonable to suppose that the Babylonian Jews living for centuries 
in the midst of the remains of the Babylonian people and civilization 
would incorporate into their language and customs much of the 
language and ideas of their Babylonian predecessors whose language 
and civilization, highly developed as they were, must have persisted 
long after the loss of their political supremacy. Hence Pick has 
instituted a careful search of the Babylonian Talmud for evidences of 
the influence of Babylon upon talmudic thought and speech, and 
seems to have found an abundance of material. The introduction 
confines itself chiefly to a consideration of the facts bearing upon the 
debt owed by the Jews to the Babylonian civilization — a debt by no 
means insignificant. The body of the work, however, promises to be 

88 The Linear Measures of Babylonia about B. C. 2500. By W. Shaw-Caldecott. 
With an Appendix on "The Biblical Cubit: A New Suggestion." Hertford, 1903. 
45 pages. 

*> Assyrisches und Talmudisches : Kulturgeschichtliche und lexikalische Nolizen 
Von Hermann Pick. Berlin: Calvary, 1903. 33 pages. 
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lexicographical. It is probable that the results will be of more value 
to students of the Talmud than to Assyriologists. 

Wiernikowski's pamphlet 30 is not intended to aid the present 
critical study of Job, but to supply the place of a Midrasch. The 
author points out that there is reason to believe that such a Midrasch 
once existed and was lost. He has undertaken to collect scattered 
references and comments from various rabbinical sources, and to 
present them in such manner as to indicate, as far as it may be 
understood, the general tendency of the earlier rabbins in their 
treatment of the book. Some effort has been made before in that 
direction, but those compilations adhered rigidly to the order of 
verses, regardless of the different schools of Jewish thought. Wierni- 
kowski has classified the material under three schools, the Tannaite, 
the Palestinian, and the Babylonian. The order of matter treated under 
these schools is practically the same, viz.: Job as a man, exegetical 
matters, biblical narratives, sayings and proverbs, the study of its 
teaching, and its philosophy of religion. Indices add to the value of 
the collection. 

No teacher of the Old Testament made a larger place for himself 
during the last century than did Ewald, the centenary of whose birth 
fell on November 16, 1903. His wide learning and spiritual intensity 
attracted students to him from all quarters, and his published writings 
wielded a compelling influence upon all investigators. Hence the 
appearance of a life of Ewald by T. Witton Davies 31 is timely and wel- 
come. This biography is well written, and furnishes not only tbe 
necessary facts concerning Ewald's career of manifold activities, but 
also a sympathetic, yet impartial, view of the character and disposition 
of the man. Appendix I contains, with other matter, several letters 
that passed between Ewald and other scholars ; these are of especial 
interest as showing the respect and esteem generally felt toward Ewald. 
Appendix II gives an extended list of Ewald's writings. Davies has 
certainly given us the most complete and satisfactory biography of 
Ewald to be found in English. 

Conder's attitude and characteristics as critic and philologist are 
too well known to the scholarly world to need any description. His 

3° Das Buck. Hiob: nach der Auffassung der rabbinischen Litteratur in den 
ersten fiinf nachchristlichen Jahrhunderten. Erster Teil. Von Isaac Wierni- 
kowski. Breslau: Fleischmann, 1902. 92 pages. 

3' Heinrich Ewald, Orientalist and Theologian, 1803-IQ03 : A Centenary Appre- 
ciation. By T. Witton Davies. London: Fisher Unwin, 1903. viii-4- 146 pages. 
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purpose in the present volume 32 is to prove that the ancient Hebrew 
records were written in the cuneiform script. The most interesting 
portion of the book is that devoted to showing how the same group of 
cuneiform characters, read in different ways, would explain the fact that 
the same person or place seems in some cases in the Old Testament to 
bear different names ; thus Nebuchadrezzar = Nebuchadnezzar ; the last 
ideogram being readable either as precative or positive ; Mahalath = 
Bashemath, if one small wedge be overlooked ; Jethro = Reuel, upon 
the same condition ; Michal = Merab ; Joram = Hadoram ; and many 
others. It must be said however that his cases do not furnish any 
proof that the ancient Hebrew records were written in cuneiform. 
The last hundred pages of the book are devoted to alleged discrep- 
ancies. Conder here follows the simple method of forcing upon the 
monumental texts doubtful readings or interpretations, that the Old 
Testament records may still have a chance to be correct. It never 
seems to occur to him, as a simple principle of historical criticism, that 
if we should accept his questionable propositions, we should not 
demonstrate the correctness of the challenged statements ; rather we 
should merely throw open the entire question for further light. And 
it does not require the doubtful treatment of the records which Conder 
has introduced to prepare us for further light. 

This 33 is the second series of studies in the use of the Bible by the 
early writers of English. The former instalment, which was published 
in 1898, contained the biblical passages in the Laws of King Alfred, 
Bede's History, and Aelfrick's Homilies. The present studies include 
reviews of Bishop Waerferth's version of Gregory's Dialogues, Blickling's 
Homilies, Wolfston's Homilies, Ancient Laws and Institutes of England, 
King Alfred's version of Augustine's Soliloquies, and a number of other 
works and fragments of early English literature. The method is that 
of quoting in order the passages from the different books of the Bible, 
presenting at the same time the original Latin in footnotes. In the 
appendices are found parallel passages from the Old English Gospel, 
the Cambridge Fragment of Genesis, and a Glossary of the Durham 
Ritual. There are also indices of biblical passages and principal 
words. 

The problem of how to teach the modern views of the Old Testa- 

y The First Bible. By C.R. Conder. Edinburgh and London : Blackwood, 1902. 
242 pages. 

33 Biblical Quotations in Old English Prose Writers. By Alberts. Cook. New 
York : Scribner, 1 903. 396 pages. 
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ment to children is briefly discussed in a brochure by X. Kcenig. 34 He 
is practically in sympathy with the critical positions of such writers as 
Westphal, and believes the time at hand when they should be carefully, 
cautiously, yet simply taught even to children. He thinks we should 
begin our history of Israel, not at the reign of David and Solomon, 
but with Moses, the founder of their life as a nation. From that point 
he gives a sketch of the picture which should be presented to those 
who take up the study for the first time. In order to provide a scheme 
for work he divides the whole of the Old Testament into three great 
periods: (1) "The Origins," down through Joseph; (2) "The Epic 
Period," from the sojourn in Egypt down through Saul ; (3) " The 
History Period," from David down into the New Testament. This 
material is broken into fifty sections, of unequal length, and embraces 
also a study of the prophets. The scheme is comprehensive, but we 
fear quite beyond any class of persons who have not had considerable 
experience, both in reading and study of the Old Testament. It would 
appropriately engage the best efforts of laymen of somewhat advanced 
training in Bible study. 

A second edition, in revised and enlarged form, of Houtin's 
striking book 35 on the Roman Catholic attitude in France toward the 
Bible, should make it known more widely among biblical scholars. 
One curious element of the enlargement in size consists of forty pages 
of reprinted reviews of the book itself in its first edition. In this case 
these opinions are valuable, since they come mostly from Roman 
Catholic sources. 

Miss Meade has undertaken in this series of narratives 36 to tell the 
biblical stories in such simple and personal form that they will engage 
the attention and arouse the imagination of the child. The scope of 
the volume is practically that of the Old Testament, so far as the lead- 
ing characters of that portion of the Bible are concerned. More strictly 
the story closes with Elijah, though Esther and Daniel are added. In 
each of the narratives the first person is used. The speaker is the lead- 
ing character — now Eve, now Abraham, now Moses, etc. The narra- 
tives are illustrated with some fifty excellently designed drawings. 

3*De la sincdrite" dans I ' enseignemcnt de I 'histoire sainte de I 'Ancien Testament aux 
en/ants. Par X. Kcenig. Paris : Fischbacher, 1903. 68 pages. 

35 La Question biblique chez lez Catholiques de France au XIX' siicle. Par Albert 
Houtin. 2e edit. Paris : Picard, 1902. 378 pages. 

^Stories from the Old, Old Bible. By L. T. Meade. New York : Imported by 
Scribner, 1 903. 409 pages. 
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Weidner's 37 versatility touches every branch of theological science. 
These studies in Exodus continue the method laid down in his Genesis. 
It consists of an analysis of the book arranged in eight studies, with a 
ninth devoted to a general review, examination, and quiz. The studies 
analyze a portion of the narrative, and then add remarks pertinent to 
the exposition of a point or points under any given heading of the 
analysis. The well-known conservatism of the author stands squarely 
in the forefront, Rawlinson being the most frequently quoted authority. 
We have no doubt that the author can use these outlines with greater 
vigor in a class-room than anyone who should attempt to follow his 
scheme. 

The first inspiration to the work of Dalman 38 was received from his 
desire to find in the mouths of the people songs which would furnish 
instructive parallels for the interpretation of Canticles. Had his work 
been confined to this investigation, the results would have been meager. 
There are, indeed, love-songs, describing the physical charms of the 
beloved, which remind us of similar descriptions in the Song of Songs, 
but these furnish the interpreter with a small part of the parallelism 
needed. Dalman spent fifteen months in Syria and Palestine, from 
March, 1899, to June, 1900. The chief places chosen by him for his 
investigations were in Jerusalem, Madeba, Es-Salt, El-Hosn in 'Ajlun, 
Merj 'Ayun in Sidon, and in Aleppo, where he spent more than six 
months, not to mention other places visited. These are all excellent 
centers for such work, though Damascus, the most oriental city in 
Syria, the home of the purest Arabic, with its environs, might well 
have been included, and Nebk and Karyate'n in the Syrian desert 
would perhaps have furnished more range. At KaryatSn the poems of 
Nimr of the Adwan in praise of his wife, a most charming Arab lady, 
whom he loved devotedly, are still handed down. Dalman describes 
eighteen kinds of Arabic poetry. All the poems are given in Arabic, 
but with a transcription in Latin letters, and there is an accompanying 
translation into German. In this latter work he has secured the aid of 
someone familiar with the poem in the locality where he heard it. 
On account of the various dialects of Arabic this is a necessary pre- 
caution. He has produced a work in accordance with scientific prin- 

^Studies in the Book: Old Testament. First Series, " Exodus." By Revere 
Franklin Weidner. Chicago: Revell, 1903. 59 pages. 

®Palastinischer Diwan ah Beitrag zur Volkskunde Palastinas. Gesammelt und 
mit Uebersetzung und Melodien herausgegeben. Von GustaV H. Dalman. Leipzig : 
Hinrichs, 1901. xxxviii + 370 pages. 



198 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF THEOLOGY 

ciples, suited to give him great reputation, for such a collection of 
songs from the mouths of the people does not exist in print ; yet a 
mere translation of Arab poetry is not adapted to convey the thought 
or music of the oriental to the occidental. Though the table of con- 
tents seems promising, the Diwan is not at all adapted to be an inde- 
pendent work on "manners and customs," nor can it be considered a 
substitute for one. Indeed, it should rather be a second volume as 
a supplement to a thorough discussion of the manners and customs of 
the people by the author. It cannot be understood without previous 
knowledge of the people, or without a mastery of the literature of the 
subject. As an academic performance it is worthy of all praise, but 
not as the best that the author should contribute in this department. 
It is doubtless true that Dalman in his new position as the head of 
the German archaeological school in Jerusalem may be expected to 
make important contributions to the literature of the subject. 

George S. Goodspeed. 
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RECENT LITERATURE IN CHURCH HISTORY. 

The books to be noticed in this collective review treat a great 
variety of subjects. In the list there are some works of superior merit, 
and nearly all were well worth the making. Large books designed for 
popular use may be scholarly in character, and small books on themes 
of remote interest may represent the most painstaking and laborious 
research. To both kinds the attention of the reader will be called in 
this article. The literature lays emphasis on no special division or 
branch of church history, unless Methodism is an exception. The 
evangelical revival of the eighteenth century and the progress of the 
Wesleyan movement have more prominence than any other single topic. 
The occasion of this is, of course, the bi-centenary of Wesley's birth. 

archaeological. 
In Archaeology the Dictionnaire 1 just issued from the French press 
is worthy of mention. There is a large place waiting for a good ency- 

I Dictionnaire d' archlologie chrltienne et de liturgie. Public par le R. P. dom 
Fernand Cabrol, Be'ne'dictin de Solesmes, Prieur de Farnborough (Angleterre), 
avec le conconrs d'un grand nombre de collaborateurs. Fascicule I. Paris : Letou- 
zey & Ane\ 1903. 287 pages. Fr. 5. 



